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About Touchstone Institute

⇢We are a non-profit corporation that offers expertise in evaluation and 
curriculum development to promote public confidence in professional 
competence in the Canadian workforce.

⇢We excel in providing competency-based services in support of successful 
transitions to training and practice that meet professional and societal needs.

⇢We are supported by expertise in simulation, innovation in exam technology, 
and robust research-based quality assurance to meet the diverse needs of 
our clients, stakeholders, and partners. 

⇢We specialize in creating valid and authentic competency-based experiences 
for internationally educated health professionals.
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Our Programs

⇢ Learning Programs for IMGs
⇢ PRP – Pre- Residency Program 

⇢ IMGs – Royal College Specialty

⇢ Mandatory Attendance

⇢ PPRFM – Pre-Residency Program Family Medicine

⇢ IMGs – Family Medicine Specialty

⇢ Mandatory Attendance

⇢ CMP – Canadian Medicine Primer

⇢ Visa Trainee’s – Specialty, Family Medicine, or Clinical Fellows

⇢ Funded by PGME or Self Funded, Optional Attendance



Our Programs

⇢ Learning Programs for IMGs

⇢ PRP, PRPFM, and CMP are all comprised of two one week long blocks of programming

⇢ Within each block of programming, there are 5 streams of learning and sessions to 
attend based on the learner type.

⇢ Royal College Specialty

⇢ Family Medicine

⇢ Visa Specialty

⇢ Visa Family Medicine

⇢ Visa Clinical Fellow



Our Programs

Tailored programming organized into two mandatory blocks for all
learners enrolled

⇢ Foundations (Sessions between 1-2 hours long)

⇢ One week of foundational concepts with a focus on discussion and case 
studies

⇢ Includes interactive online content
⇢ Includes additional content tailored for FM & Visa Trainees

⇢ Advanced (Sessions 3 hours long)

⇢ One week of advanced sessions which build upon concepts from 
foundations week, with a focus on simulation and formative interactive 
learning and assessment

⇢ Includes additional content tailored for FM & Visa Trainees



Goal

⇢Provide IMGs with an exceptional learning experience on medical training and 
practice in Ontario with a focus on:

⇢ Patient-Centred Communication

⇢ Professionalism

⇢ Health Advocacy

⇢ Medical Expert

⇢ Enhance skills and knowledge while providing the necessary supports and 
feedback to ensure successful transition to residency training and fellowship 
education



2023 Program Offerings



2023 Program Dates

Iteration Module Modality Start Date End Date

F23-1 Foundations
Virtual 

Synchronous Learning
Monday, April 17, 2023 Friday, April 21, 2023

A23-1 Advanced
In-Person 

Simulation Bootcamp
Monday, April 24, 2023 Friday, April 28, 2023

F23-2 Foundations
Virtual 

Synchronous Learning
Monday, May 29, 2023 Friday, June 2, 2023

A23-2 Advanced
In-Person 

Simulation Bootcamp
Monday, June 5, 2023 Friday, June 9, 2023

A23-2B Advanced
In-Person 

Simulation Bootcamp
Monday, June 12, 2023 Friday, June 16, 2023

First Iteration Match
Wednesday March 22, 2023

Second Iteration Match
Thursday April 27, 2023



Learners are required to complete one Foundations & one Advanced block

2023 Program Dates

Module Date

CaRMS Match Dates Wednesday March 22, Thursday April 27, 2023

Foundations 1 Monday April 17 – Friday April 21, 2023

Advanced 1 Monday April 24 – Friday April 28, 2023

Foundations 2 Monday May 29 – Friday June 2, 2023

Advanced 2 Monday June 5 – Friday June 9, 2023

Advanced 2B Monday June 12 – Friday June 16 2023



Program Structure



Virtual Foundations Module

⇢One week in length

⇢1-2 hour sessions utilizing polling and breakout rooms

⇢Sessions focusing on foundational concepts utilizing 

discussion and case studies

⇢Longer dedicated breaks to minimize screen fatigue

⇢Optional elective sessions focusing on top specialties

⇢Includes: online, interactive content and additional 

content tailored for FM



In-Person Advanced Module
⇢One week in length

⇢3 hour sessions utilizing simulation and feedback from 

subject matter experts

⇢Peer & faculty networking 

⇢Sessions which build upon concepts from the 

Foundations Module, with a focus on simulation and 

formative interactive learning and assessment

⇢A mix of virtual and in-person simulated encounter opportunities

⇢Includes: Additional content tailored for FM, and practical skills workshops



Foundations Module - Sample Schedule



Advanced Sample Schedule



Thank You!

⇢ For questions relating to any of our Learning 

Programs, please reach out to Adrian Frisina

(a.frisina@tsin.ca) 

⇢ For Pre-Residency Programs – prp@tsin.ca

⇢ For Canadian Medicine Primer – primer@tsin.ca

mailto:a.frisina@tsin.ca
mailto:prp@tsin.ca
mailto:primer@tsin.ca



